381.   OPENING SPEECH AT BELGAUM CONGRESS
December 26, 1924
The President, Mahatma Gandhi, walked down from the dais to the
rostrum in loin-cloth and with khaddar in his hand amidst entllusiastic cheers.
He hung up his bag on the rostrum, sat on a sufficiently high stool and kept
his watch open in front of him. He was then presented by the chairman of
the Reception Committee a copy of the Karnatak^ a Handbook enclosed in a
sandal-wood box, saying: "For your information, Sir". The President
received the present amidst cheers ... He then proceeded to address
in Hindi. For ten minutes he made a speech in Hindi, which is as
follows:
MR. GANGADHARRAO1, BROTHERS AND SISTERS,2
I shall not abuse the great honour you have accorded me by
giving you a long lecture. What I want to say from this rostrum
is known to all of you. My speech, or address or lecture, whatever
you call it, has been translated and printed in Hindi, Canarese,
Marathi and English,3 I had requested Mr. Gangadharrao to
see that you all had copies of it by yesterday evening. I hope it
has reached all of you and you have read it thoroughly.
1  wish merely to say this: that we are today faced with a
situation where what we had set out to accomplish in 1920-21
We were not able to accomplish, while among us disunity and
ill feeling have raised their head.  Hindus and Muslims consider
each other enemies and indulge in physical violence. It is hard-
ly necessary to say that this is not the way to secure swaraj. We,
Hindus, look down on the untouchables and consider it sinful to
touch them. We thus think that they are impure. But in this we
commit a sin before God> a sin of the greatest magnitude. It is true
that for three or four years now we have accepted it that every-
one, big and small, should ply the charkha; and we have been
saying in the Congress, in the All-India Congress Committee,
that it is our intention to secure swaraj through the charkha. When
I went to Poona in the course of the present campaign I said
at a meeting4 that the Lokamanya had given us the first line of a
* Chairman of the Reception Committee                                                                        ten
2 From the report in Hindi                                                                                           cha
* Vide "Presidential Address at Belgaum Congress", 26-12-1924.
4 Vide "Speech at Public Meeting, Poona", 4-9-1924.